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COMPILER’S NOTE: Articles are arranged alphabetically by writer’s name (or title of arti-
cle if without byline), and then in reverse chronological order (most recent article first) 
for each writer.

An asterisk (*) indicates the article received the Bob Carroll Memorial Writing Award. 
The annual award is named after Bob Carroll—the founder of the PFRA and for thirty 
years (1979-2009) the editor of The Coffin Corner. First given out in 2010, it honors the 
year’s best original article published in The Coffin Corner.

Compiled and updated annually by Richard Bak

A
“Alumni in Politics.” 5:5 (1983). Meet Congressmen Chet Chesney, Laverne Dilweg, 
Winfield Denton, Jack Kemp, and Steve Largent; Governor Edward King; Mayor Bob 
St. Clair; Supreme Court Justice Byron (Whizzer) White; and lots of state legislators—
all former pro players.

“American Football Association Hall of Fame.” 16:1 (1994). A list of the 174 play-
ers, coaches, executives, and other personnel inducted into the Minor Pro Football Hall 
of Fame during the previous 13 years.

Anderson, Joshua. “The Pro Football Career of Paul Robeson.” 39:6 (2017). A de-
tailed account of the famed actor, singer, and activist’s playing days in the early NFL. 
The article covers his time with the Akron Pros in 1921 and the Milwaukee Badgers in 
1922, including extensive contemporary news accounts and research notes.

Anderson, Joshua. “The First NFL Championship: Portsmouth vs. Brooklyn?” 36:6
(2014). The final standings for 1933 don’t tell the full story of the first title game. With 
three weeks left to play in the regular season, the Spartans (at .750) and Dodgers 
(at .800) both led their divisions, ahead of the Bears (.714) and the Giants (.700), re-
spectively. The streaks that followed made all the difference and made NFL history.
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Anonymous. “Send in the Adverbs!” 29:5 (2007). Looking at examples of football 
lingo in real-world communications, such as: “The engineers gang tackled the question 
of how to get the X-943 back from Mars.”

Armco Corp. “Armco’s Semi-Pro Football Teams.” 10:2 (1988). In the late 1920s, the
Armco Corporation placed employees on two teams—Ashland (Kentucky) Armco and 
Middletown (Ohio) Armco Blues. Many of the semi-pros were former college All-Ameri-
cans, including Red Roberts.

Aronson, Harvey. “Nine Years of Dislike: Raiders vs. Steelers, 1972-1980.” 40:6 
(2018). The bitter rivalry between the teams from Oakland and Pittsburgh in the 1970s 
is revisited—a dogfight born out of one of the most famous plays in NFL history.

Associated Press. “1949 NFL Championship.” 10:1 (1988). Reprint of the Associated 
Press account of the Eagles’ 14-0 win over the Rams at Los Angeles. Commissioner 
Bert Bell refused to postpone the game despite rains that turned the field into a mud pit.

Associated Press. “6 by Sayers.” 2:9 (1980). A look back at December 12, 1965, 
when Gale Sayers scored six touchdowns in the Bears’ 61-20 victory over the 49ers.

Atwood, Gretchen. “Challenging the Myths Surrounding the Integration of Pro 
Football.” 30:2 (2008). Re-examining the desegregation of the Los Angeles Rams as 
they prepared to play the 1946 season at the publicly owned Coliseum.

Aurand, Harold Jr. “Book Review: All Things Being Equal: The Autobiography of 
Lenny Moore by Lenny Moore with Jeffrey Jay Ellish.” 29:4 (2007). The Hall-of-
Fame Baltimore Colts halfback offers little personal insight in the game, preferring to 
concentrate on the topic of racism. “Here everything comes out, from Moore’s belief 
that the media and their refusal to portray sufficient African-American role models 
cause African-American children to feel no sense of direction and lose themselves in 
self-destructive pursuits, to the institutional racism he sees at today’s colleges and uni-
versities.”

Aurand, Harold Jr. “Football and Fast Food: The Gino’s Story.” 24:2 (2002). In 
1958, Baltimore’s Gino Marchetti invested his share of title-game loot into a small 
restaurant owned by three teammates. The rest was hamburger history. At its peak, 
there were 359 Gino’s restaurants along the East Coast.

Aurand, Harold Jr. “Jack Dolbin: Not One of the Anonymous People.” 22:6 (2000). 
An overview of the brief career of wide receiver Jack Dolbin, who started on Denver’s 
1977 Super Bowl team. Dolbin’s career ended with an injury in 1979.
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Aurand, Harold Jr. “Mike Holovak: The Forgotten Founder.” 21:5 (1999). A short 
profile of Mike Holovak, whose playing, coaching, and scouting career in the college 
and pro ranks stretched from 1946 to 1998.

B
Bailey, Budd. “Pro Football’s Biggest Upset of 1968?” 46:3 (2024). Think the 1968 
Jets were involved in pro football’s greatest upset? You might be right, but it is probably
not the game you’re thinking of. Budd Bailey investigates some of the greatest upsets, 
starting with the 1968 regular season game between the Jets and Bills.

Bailey, Budd. “The PFRA Biography Project: Sid Youngelman.” 45:1 (2023). An ac-
count of a Russian-Jewish immigrant’s son who received a scholarship offer to play 
basketball at Alabama in 1950, but an incident during his freshman year changed the 
trajectory of his life—he switched sports to football, and that led him to a nine-year ca-
reer in the NFL.

Bak, Richard. “Taking the Lions’ Share: How Lem Barney’s First NFL Game 
Stunned the Packers.” 46:4 (2024). The sudden emergence of Detroit defensive back 
Lem Barney, whose first showcase came at the expense of Bart Starr and the Packers.

Bak, Richard. “Uncommon Valor on Iwo Jima: Lieutenants Chevigny, Johnson, 
and Lummus.” 43:5 (2021). The story of three Marines with NFL ties who lost their 
lives at the Battle of Iwo Jima during World War II: former Notre Dame player and 
Chicago Cardinals coach Jack Chevigny, ex-Green Bay guard/linebacker Howard “Smi-
ley” Johnson, and Medal of Honor recipient and former New York Giants end Jack 
Lummus. 

Bak, Richard. “The NFL’s Space Ship Division.” 42:3 (2020). Recalling the first radio-
equipped helmets, focusing on the 1956 experiments by Detroit and Cleveland.

Bak, Richard. “Detroit’s Bid to Land Pro Football’s Shrine.” 42:1 (2020). A detailed 
account of Detroit’s bid for the Pro Football Hall of Fame to be located in the Motor City 
instead of Canton.

Bankes, Jim. “Dazzling Doak Walker.” 27:1 (2005). The modest but gifted Heisman 
Trophy winner from Southern Methodist starred alongside his high school teammate, 
Bobby Layne, in Detroit’s backfield from 1950 to 1955. “The Doaker” won two NFL 
championships and two scoring titles and retired as the league’s third-highest scorer 
despite playing just six seasons.
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Barnett, Bob. “The Steelers’ Greatest Victory.” 7:4 (1985). In the author’s mind, it 
wasn’t the 1972 AFC playoff victory over the Oakland Raiders, which included Franco 
Harris’s “Immaculate Reception,” or one of the Steelers’ Super Bowl victories. The 
Steelers’ greatest victory occurred on December 1, 1952, when they unexpectedly an-
nihilated the first-place Giants, 63-7.

Barnett, Bob. “Something for Nothing.” 6:9 (1984). Because of a quirk in the college 
and NFL rules, a team could be given an extra point without having to kick the ball 
through the uprights. From 1920 to 1930, a point would be awarded if the defense was 
penalized during a conversion attempt. At least one exhibition game in 1930 was won 
in that manner.

Barnett, Bob. “Massacre in Cincinnati.” 6:2 (1984). How a semipro team from Ironton,
Ohio surprised the mighty Chicago Bears one memorable Sunday in 1930.

Barnett, Bob. “Ray Kemp Blazed Important Trail.” 5:12 (1983). When Art Rooney put
an NFL team in Pittsburgh in 1933, lineman Ray Kemp was one of only two African-
American players in the league. After three games he was released. At season’s end, 
Kemp was asked to come back, but a New York hotel wouldn’t let him stay with the 
team. Kemp was urged to sue, but declined. “I didn’t want to file a suit which might hurt 
Rooney. He had given me a chance.” From 1934 through 1945, there were no black 
players in the NFL.

Barnett, Bob. “The First Draft.” 5:6 (1983). The NFL’s first college draft took place on 
February 8, 1936 at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel in Philadelphia. Not only did the Eagles fail 
to sign first-ever pick Jay Berwanger, they failed to sign any of their eight draft picks. 
The complete story as nine teams went nine rounds.

Barnett, Bob. “When the Packers Went to War.” 5:2 (1983). During World War II, the 
Packers didn’t lose as many players to the armed services as did most other NFL 
teams. It wasn’t for lack of trying. One of the reasons more of their players weren’t 
drafted was that they were a bunch of broken-down stumblebums, said Buckets Gold-
enberg. The article includes a list of the 25 Packers players who were in the service, in-
cluding Smiley Johnson, who was killed at Iwo Jima.

Barnett, Bob. “Playing for the Pack in the ‘30s.” 4:5 (1982). An interview with Clark 
Hinkle, HOF fullback from Toronto (Ohio) who played for the Packers from 1932 to 
1941.
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Barnett, Bob. “The Portsmouth Spartans.” 2:10 (1980). Had it not been for some 
Wisconsin “cheese” and a Colorado basketball game, the team from the little town of 
Portsmouth, Ohio might have flown two championship pennants over Spartan Municipal
Stadium. After coming close to being NFL champions in 1931 and 1932, the Spartans 
were sold in 1934 to George A. Richards, who moved the team and renamed it the De-
troit Lions.

Barnett, Bob, and Bob Carroll. “Black Hats in a Golden Age.” 15:4 (1993). Players 
like Hardy Brown, Bucko Kilroy, and Ed Sprinkle were notorious for their rough—some 
said dirty—play during the 1950s. The authors select their “All-Rugged Team,” both of-
fensive and defensive platoons.

Barnett, Bob, and Bob Carroll. “Charlie Trippi: A Success Story.” 11:1 (1989). An in-
terview with Hall of Famer Charlie Trippi, who played running back and defensive back 
for the Chicago Cardinals from 1947 to 1955. In 1951 and 1952, he was the Cards’ 
starting quarterback.

Barnett, Bob, and Bob Carroll. “Dale Memmelaar.” 8:10 (1986). After spending nine 
seasons with four NFL teams (1959-67), including playing for Cleveland’s 1964 champi-
onship team, the journeyman lineman introduced the Cowboys’ offense at Washing-
tonville (NY) High School.

Barnett, Bob, and Bob Carroll. “Kilroy Was There.” 8:7 (1986). Colorful article (includ-
ing interview) about Frank “Bucko” Kilroy, lineman for the Eagles from 1944 to 1955, as
well as playing for the “Steagles” in 1943. Bucko’s reputation for rock-'em-sock-'em 
football may have been deserved, but so was his recognition as one of the top linemen 
of his day. In 1955, he famously won a judgment for libel against Life magazine for his 
alleged dirty play.

Barnett, Bob, and Bob Carroll. “Ray Renfro: Speed Story.” 7:2 (1985). A profile of 
Ray Renfro, who played for Cleveland from 1952 to 1963. He was so fast that he aver-
aged a touchdown for every 5.6 passes he caught over his 12-year NFL career.

Barnett, Bob, and Bob Carroll. “Sonny Randle.” 7:1 (1985). An interview with the 
speedy, sure-handed, but under-appreciated Ulmo Shannon Randle, who played form 
1959 to 1968, mostly for the Cardinals. The article focuses on his November 4, 1962 
game against the Giants and life after football.

Barnett, Bob, and Bob Carroll. “Frank Gatski.” 6:11 (1984). “Frank ‘Gunner’ Gatski 
makes John Wayne seem like a talkative milquetoast.” However, the laconic Cleveland 
center took the time to give an interview after his election to the HOF in 1985.
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Barnett, Bob, and Bob Carroll. “Chuck Howley.” 6:9 (1984). Chuck Howley was cut 
from the Bears in 1959 after a knee injury, and was working at a gas station when the 
Dallas Cowboys called him in 1961. His former Bears teammate, Don Healy, had sug-
gested him. The rugged linebacker went on to become MVP of Super Bowl V.

Barnett, Bob, and Bob Carroll. “George McAfee: ‘One-Play.’” 1:10 (1979). A look 
back at one of the greatest breakaway runners ever.

Barnhart, Tony. “Old-Timers Played More for Love Than Money.” 9:8 (1987). Ac-
cording to a 1987 survey of NFL old-timers by the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, players 
were expected to play with pain and injury. Of 130 former players who responded, 73% 
said they regularly played games when they were injured. And more than a fourth, 26.2 
%, said they are currently disabled in some fashion due to playing pro football.

Barnhart, Tony. “Pro Football: The Way It Was—And How the Players Feel Today.”
9:8 (1987). The complete results of the 1987 survey by the Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
for the NFL Alumni, along with comments from Lee Artoe, Lou Brock, Chester Bulger, 
Gerry Conlee, Bill Dudley, Richard Edlitz, Otto Graham, Art Jones, Thomas Jones, Ken
Kavanaugh, Nolan Luhan, Armand Nicolai, Robert Reinhard, Paul Stenn, Earl Svend-
sen, and Al Wistert.

Barnhart, Tony. “The ‘40s: NFL Goes to War.” 9:8 (1987). A total of 638 NFL players 
served in World War II, and 21 died. Many didn’t see combat and instead saw their “es-
sential duties” consisting of playing for service teams.

Barnhart, Tony. “Rough Play in the 1950s.” 9:8 (1987). As pro football approached its
Golden Age, “a disquieting trait began to emerge. Some called them Black Hats, some 
called them enforcers. They were the practitioners of a form of exceptionally violent 
play that was still technically legal.” All about the “Hi-Lo” (“in which two players would 
tackle a ball carrier with the express purpose of making an accordion of his spine”), the 
“Missouri Block” (an elbow to the face), and techniques for twisting a neck or flicking 
dirt in an opponent’s eye.

Barnhart, Tony. “The Way It Was.” 9:8 (1987). Quotes from Mel Hein and Al Wistert, 
and a list of people whom the “pre-59ers” constantly referred to as unforgettable (in-
cluding some less well-known players, such as Art “Tarzan” White and Wee Willie 
Wilkin). This includes some of the most concise descriptions ever written about the 
what made a particular person great—Grange, Thorpe, Baugh, Layne, Hutson, Van Bu-
ren, Hein, Graham, Luckman, Motley, Blood, Donovan, Conzelman, and Neale, as well 
as Halas, Lambeau, and C.C. Pyle.
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Bashore, Mel. “‘This Young Kid from Down South’: Bert Milling.” 24:2 (2002). The 
recollections of Bert Milling, who played one season with Philadelphia in 1941 before 
flying off to war.

Bashore, Mel. “‘Cup of Coffee’ Players: Jack Shapiro.” 21:4 (1999). Jack Shapiro of 
the 1929 Staten Island Stapletons has the distinction of being the smallest player ever 
to play in the NFL: just a hair over 5 feet tall and about 120  pounds.

Bashore, Mel. “‘Cup of Coffee’ Players: John Stock.” 21:4 (1999). The onetime Pitts-
burgh sandlotter, who played two games with his hometown Steelers at the end of the 
1956 season, recalls names like Unitas and Stautner.

Bashore, Mel. “The Smallest Player Ever in the NFL.” 20:6 (1998). Sizing up all the 
NFL players who were under 5-6 or weighed less than 150 pounds, including Jack 
"Soapy" Shapiro, a 119-pound blocking back on the 1929 Staten Island Stapletons.

Bashore, Mel. “I Played with Thorpe.” 15:5 (1993). The football memories of Guy 
“Zeke” Roberts, who played with grid legends Jim Thorpe and Wilbur “Fats” Henry dur-
ing the 1920s.

Bashore, Mel. “More Crimson Giants.” 15:1 (1993). The Crimson Giants of 
Evansville, Indiana were “a losing proposition,” said former star player Herbert Hender-
son, who recalls the 85-yard punt he once made against Hammond.

Bashore, Mel. “‘I Did Not Play’: Team Roster Errors in Pro Football.” 14:6 (1992). 
The writer cites two instances of college players whose names have mistakenly ap-
peared in the records and on the rosters of pro teams.

Bashore, Mel. “The Salt Lake Seagulls.” 14:2 (1992). The story of Utah’s only venture
into professional football—the 1946 Salt Lake Seagulls of the PCFL.

Becker, Carl M. “Ringers by the Van: The Ironton Tanks vs. the Portsmouth 
Smoke House, 1923.” 21:3 (1999). A bizarre chapter in the practice of using “ringers” 
occurred in a bitter 1923 game between the lronton Tanks, a semi-professional eleven 
in Ironton, and the Smoke House, a squad in Portsmouth. At stake was supremacy of 
the Ohio Valley.

Becker, Carl M. “The Game Not Played, the Championship Not Won: Packers vs. 
Spartans, 1931.” 19:6 (1997). Green Bay’s highly controversial decision not to play a 
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season-ending game with Portsmouth in order to preserve its third straight NFL cham-
pionship led to major changes in how games were scheduled.

Becker, Carl M. “The ‘Famous’ Ironton Tanks.” 19:3 (1997). A history of the Ironton 
Tanks, a force to be reckoned with in the Ohio Valley during the 1920s.

Becker, Carl M. “Carl Brumbaugh: A Darned Good Quarterback.” 17:5 (1994).  A 
long profile of Carl Brumbaugh, who helped develop the techniques and strategy of the 
“T” formation.

Benjey, Tom. “Carlisle Indians vs. Massillon Tigers.” 32:1 (2010). A discussion of 
the November 15, 1905 game between the Carlisle Indians and Massillon Tigers.

Benjey, Tom. “The Birth of Modern Football.” 28:3 (2006). How the revolutionary sin-
gle wing became the dominant offensive scheme for the first half of the 20th century.

Bennett, John. “Spiderman: The Jimmy Allen Story.” 26:5 (2004). The life of Jimmy 
Allen, an underrated defensive back with Pittsburgh and Detroit in the 1970s, took a 
sad turn after he left the game.

Bennett, Paul. “Goin’ to the Dogs.” 20:6 (1998). The AAFC marked its debut on Sun-
day evening August 18, 1946, before a crowd of 16,442 in Portland, Oregon, as the 
Brooklyn Dodgers and Chicago Rockets played to a 14-14 tie.

Benter, Michael D. “Roughing It on the Road: Bad Weather Games Away from 
Lambeau.” 35:6 (2013). A description of five memorable games played by the Green 
Bay Packers in which the inclement weather was the story—and they weren’t at Lam-
beau Field.

Benter, Michael D. “Killinger Was Here?” 35:1 (2013). The curious case of former col-
lege star Glen Killinger and the 1924 incident where the former Penn State star half-
back was promoted to appear and to have allegedly have played in an NFL game, only 
to have never even been in the league that year.

Benter, Michael D. “Clem Neacy: All-Pro Guard, Boxer and Surgeon.” 33:5 (2011). 
A biography of Milwaukee Badgers end Clem Neacy. He also spent time with the 
Chicago Bears, Duluth Eskimos and Chicago Cardinals.

Berger, Michael. “Good Year—Bad Day by the Bay.” 23:5 (2001). Rewinding the San
Francisco 49ers’ 1957 season of fantastic finishes, which culminated with an unprece-
dented second-half collapse against the Lions in a divisional playoff.

8



Bigelow, Doug. “The Blizzard That Fizzled: The 1963 Syracuse Stormers.” 46:6 
(2024). The story of the short-lived United Football League team with Hall of Fame 
coach Steve Owen at the helm (and Jim Thorpe’s grandson as a player), that managed
to go winless for the ’63 season, lost both money and fans, and finally folded operations
after only a year in the league.

Bigelow, Doug. “1,441–1: Measuring Football Futility.” 39:1 (2017). The sad tale of 
one of the most hapless teams in NFL history: the Chicago Cardinals of the early to 
mid-forties, who went through most of World War II, or 1,441 calendar days, with only a
single victory.

*Bigelow, Doug. “The Oswego Shakespeares and the Disputed 1915 Title.” 37:2 
(2015). A recounting of the 1915 season for the pro team from Oswego and its claim to 
the champion of northern and central New York over the Fulton Nondescripts. (2015 
Bob Carroll Memorial Writing Award.)

Bigelow, Doug. “Longshots: Division III Players in the NFL.” 35:2 (2013). Based on 
first-person interviews by the author, several inspiring and unlikely stories of small-col-
lege players who beat the longest of odds and made it to the highest level of profes-
sional football.

Bigelow, Doug. “The Greatest Quarterback Draft Class—1971.” 32:4 (2010). The au-
thor makes a case for the 1971 quarterback draft class being the greatest of all-time, 
better even than the Class of 1983.

Bloch, Jessica. “Professor Finds Bronx Lore in NFL.” 19:2 (1997). A thumbnail bio 
of Vic Mastro—math professor, PFRA member, and the world’s only Bronx football spe-
cialist.

“Bob Carroll: 1936-2009.” 31:6 (2009). A tribute to the PFRA founder and longtime 
Coffin Corner editor. Several long-time members comment on Bob Carroll and his im-
pact on their lives.

Bolding, Mark. “The Shamrock Bowl: Houston, TX, December 17, 1949.” 31:3 
(2009). The final game in the history of the All-America Football Conference pitted 
league champion Cleveland against a team of all-stars selected from the other six 
AAFC franchises. It was the only all-star contest in the league’s history.

Bonchi, Dave. “History in the Present: Success Then Can Mean Success Now.” 
32:4 (2010). Coach Dave Bonchi goes into detail on the Wildcat formation.
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Bonert, Peter F. “Direct from Deutschland: NFL Players’ Links to Germany.” 44:2 
(2022). A short history of German-born players in the National Football League is pre-
sented, from the early days of the APFA and teams such as the Columbus Panhandles 
that featured the Nesser brothers, to the only Pro Football Hall of Famer born in Ger-
many, Ernie Stautner, all the way up to the present day. A chronological career list of all
86 NFL players from Germany is included.

“Book Review: Outsiders: Minor League and Independent Football 1923-1950.” 
29:1 (2007). Co-authored by Bob Gill and Tod Maher, Outsiders illustrates how minor-
league and independent teams flourished during the first three decades of the NFL’s 
existence.

Bortstein, Larry. “Streak! Unitas’s Consecutive TD Games.” 5:7 (1983). Baseball has
DiMaggio’s 56-game hitting streak, which may never be broken. Perhaps the equivalent
pro football record is John Unitas’s 47-game touchdown-pass streak. The streak contin-
ued for four years (1956-60), starting and ending at Los Angeles. This is a statistical 
breakdown of every one of Johnny U’s scoring passes.

Bortstein, Larry. “Firsts.” 2:11 (1980). From the first coin toss to the first missed extra 
point attempt, an assembly of firsts from the Broncos’ 13-10 win over the Patriots in the 
AFL's inaugural game.

Bortstein, Larry. “The First AFL Game.” 2:11 (1980). On the evening of September 9, 
1960, the Boston Patriots and Denver Broncos kicked off an adventure called the 
American Football League. A recollection of the Broncos’ origins, including an interview
with founder Bob Howsam.

Bozeka, George. “PFRA-ternizing.” 46:4 (2024). PFRA President George Bozeka pro-
vides membership with the latest PFRA news, including updates on our regional chap-
ters.

Bozeka, George. “PFRA-ternizing.” 43:4 (2021). The organizer for the 2021 conven-
tion recalls the highlights of the weekend in Canton, Ohio and at the Pro Football Hall of
Fame. The theme of the convention, which was rescheduled from 2020 because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, was the 100th anniversary of the founding of the NFL. 

Bozeka, George. “PFRA-ternizing: The 2016 PFRA Meeting.” 38:4 (2016). The orga-
nizer for the 2016 meeting covers the highlights of the weekend at Lambeau Field in 
Green Bay, including the release of The 1966 Green Bay Packers, the first book in the 
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PFRA’s Great Teams in Pro Football History series. Photographs by Mark Palczewski 
illustrate the recap of this event.

Bozeka, George. “PFRA-ternizing.” 36:3 (2014). The organizer for this year’s biennial 
meeting covers the highlights of the weekend in Cleveland, including a celebration of 
the 50th anniversary of the Browns’ 1964 NFL championship. Photographs by Mark 
Palczewski illustrate this chronicle of the event.

Bozeka, George. “PFRA-ternizing: The 2014 PFRA Meeting.” 36:3 (2014). The orga-
nizer for this year’s biennial meeting covers the highlights of the weekend in Cleveland 
including a celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Browns’ 1964 NFL championship. 
Photographs by Mark Palczewski illustrate this chronicle of the event.

Bozeka, George. “The Noblest Eagle: Remembering Steve Van Buren.” 35:5 
(2013). A football biography and eulogy for one of the greatest Philadelphia Eagles 
players of all time, who passed away in August 2012.

Bozeka, George. “Pete Rozelle and the Kennedy Assassination.” 34:2 (2012). An 
examination of the NFL commissioner’s controversial decision to play a full slate of 
games less than 48 hours after the president had been assassinated.

Bozeka, George. “It’s Good to be the King.” 33:4 (2011). A biographical sketch of 
James Sean Patrick “King” Corcoran.

Bozeka, George. “Broadway Joe’s 1967 Season.” 33:3 (2011). A recap of the 1967 
New York Jets’ season—the franchise’s first winning campaign—focusing on the 
record-breaking 4,007 passing yards compiled by Broadway Joe Namath.

*Bozeka, George. “The Kardiac Kids.” 33:2 (2011). A detailed account of the 1980 
Cleveland Browns, who earned their nickname by having several of their games de-
cided in the final moments, including a heartbreaking loss to the Raiders in the divi-
sional playoff. (2011 Bob Carroll Memorial Writing Award.)

Brainerd, Steven M. “This Game is Going Into Sudden Death.” 28:7 (2006). The in-
teresting history of overtime games begins in a blizzard during a minor-league game in 
Philadelphia in 1940.

Brainerd, Steve M. “What’s in a Name?” 24:3 (2002). With the NFL fielding several 
teams named after minor-league football clubs that previously played in the same city, 
the league has not shown a great deal of creativity in selecting nicknames for its fran-
chises.
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Brainerd, Steven M. “Starting from the Bottom: More Players Who Broke in with 
Those ‘Other’ Leagues.” 15:5 (1993). The final installment in the list of players who 
graduated from pro football’s minor leagues or independent teams (or in some cases, 
outlaw major leagues) to the majors: the NFL, the AFL of the 1960s, or the AAFC of 
1946-49.

Brainerd, Steven M. “Starting from the Bottom.” 15:3 (1993). Another installment in 
the list of players who graduated from pro football’s minor leagues, outlaw major 
leagues, or independent clubs to the the NFL, AAFC, or AFL of the 1960s.

Brainerd, Steven M. “Starting from the Bottom: More ‘Other’ Leaguers Who 
Worked Their Way to the Top.” 14:5 (1992). The latest installment in the list of play-
ers who graduated from pro football’s minor leagues or independent teams (or in some 
cases, outlaw major leagues) to the majors—that is, the NFL, the AAFC, or the AFL of 
the 1960s.

Brainerd, Steven M. “Starting from the Bottom: More ‘Other’ Leaguers Who 
Worked Their Way to the Top.” 14:2 (1992). The third compilation of players who 
went from pro football’s minor leagues or independent teams (or in some cases, outlaw 
major leagues) to the majors—the NFL, the AFL of the 1960s, or the AAFC of 1946-49.

Brainerd, Steven M. “Starting at the Bottom: More ‘Other’ Leaguers Who Worked 
Their Way to the Top.” 13:5 (1991). The second installment listing players (from Mike 
Evans to Harry Kline) who graduated from the minor leagues to the majors.

Brainerd, Steven M. “Starting at the Bottom: Hundreds of Minor League Players 
Made It to the NFL.” 13:3 (1991). A listing of players who graduated from minor-
league or independent clubs to the NFL, the AAFC, and the AFL of the 1960s.

Brainerd, Steven M. “Behind the Walls: Semi-pro Football in Prison.” 12:1 (1990). 
Although records are sketchy, prison football dates back to at least the 1930s. A brief 
look at jailbird gridders.

Brainerd, Steven M. “It’s a Minor Thing. Part 2.” 11:1 (1989). More interesting facts: 
from the first team to put the players’ names on jerseys (1946 Hollywood Bears) and 
the first soccer-style kicker (Bob Kessler in 1962) to the first women to play on a men’s 
team (Pat Palinkas and Joann Ramirez), the minor leagues were ahead of the pros.
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Brainerd, Steven M. “It’s a Minor Thing.” 10:4 (1988). A miscellany of minor-league 
and semi-pro highlights, including overtime championship games settled by coin flips or
the number of first downs.

Brainerd, Steven M. “Minor-League Records.” 9:6 (1987). Claude Watts had 666 total
points from 1963 to 1975, and they were all on touchdowns. Other minor-league stars 
include Tom Bland, Tom McKinney, Marv Pettaway, and Pottsville Firebirds quarter-
back King Corcoran, who also played two games for the Patriots in 1968.

Braunwart, Bob. “WFL Team Records 1974-75.” 10:3 (1988). All the game scores and
some trivia about the vision for a true “World” Football League that included countries 
besides Canada. Before the Shreveport Steamer had been the Houston Texans, Steve 
Arnold’s franchise had been reserved for Tokyo, while Bruce Gelker had wanted the 
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from the first season the NFL kept official stats.

Carroll, Bob. “$500? Why Not?” 21:5 (1999). The writer takes issue with a Latrobe 
man filing a lawsuit against the NFL for recognizing “Pudge” Heffelfinger as the first au-
thenticated pro football player instead of John Brallier.

Carroll, Bob. “The 60-Yard Circus of 1932.” 21:3 (1999). Revisiting the 1932 NFL 
season, which culminated with the famous Chicago Bears-Portsmouth Spartans “cham-
pionship” game squeezed inside Chicago Stadium—“a sham battle played on a Tom 
Thumb gridiron.”
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Carroll, Bob. “Three-Peat! The 1931 NFL Season.” 21:2 (1999). Unwinding the 1931 
NFL season, which ended with Green Bay’s controversial cancellation of a final contest 
with Portsmouth that preserved the Packers’ unprecedented third straight title.

Carroll, Bob. “Q-Ratings for the NFL.” 21:2 (1999). A first attempt to rank players by 
their popularity. Is Bruce Smith more likable than Reggie White? 

Carroll, Bob. “Ex-Players Reported as Deceased Between Jan. 1, 1996 and June 1,
1998.” 20:3 (1998). Clay Tonnemaker met his maker, as did Don Hutson, Bill Osman-
ski, and “Tarzan” White.

Carroll, Bob. “Nagurski’s Debut and Rockne’s Lesson: Pro Football in 1930.” 20:3 
(1998). A rundown of the 1930 season, played as the country sank deeper into the 
Great Depression. A highlight was an all-star game featuring pros vs. a squad of Notre 
Dame alumni, the event at the Polo Grounds benefiting the New York Unemployment 
Fund.

Carroll, Bob. “The GREATEST Ever.” 19:6 (1997). Comparing Barry Sanders and 
Jimmy Brown, with a mention of Bronko Nagurski. The verdict?

Carroll, Bob. “Pass That Drumstick! Go Lions!” 19:6 (1997). A history of Detroit’s 
Thanksgiving Day game, focusing on the 1934 contest with the Bears that kicked off 
the tradition.

Carroll, Bob. “Football on the Web: The College Football Hall of Fame.” 19:5 
(1997). The writer finds the web site of the College Football Hall of Fame to be  “color-
ful, entertaining, and informative.”

Carroll, Bob. “Greedy?—Enough Already!” 19:5 (1997). The author opines on the ex-
cessive use of the word “greedy.”

Carroll, Bob. “’Twas the Night Before the PFRA Meeting.” 19:5 (1997). Poetry by the
PFRA founder-editor, subtitled “The Curse of Worse Verse Than You’d Hear in a 
Hearse.”

Carroll, Bob. “Football on the Web: The Pro Football Hall of Fame.” 19:4 (1997). 
Surfing the Hall of Fame’s home page.

Carroll, Bob. “Opinion: Sack Race.” 19:2 (1997). The writer has an issue with unoffi-
cial sack numbers.
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Carroll, Bob. “Book Review: Pigskin: The Early Years of Pro Football.” 19:2 (1997).
The reviewer has kind words for the book by Robert W. Peterson, which draws heavily 
on PFRA sources.

Carroll, Bob. “A Ralph By Any Other Name.” 18:6 (1996). In the early 1920s, Ralph 
Horween and his brother Arnold played under fake names to keep their mother from 
finding out.

Carroll, Bob. “When Halas Cornered the Draft.” 18:5 (1996). George Halas’s draft 
machinations didn’t always work out as well as other owners feared.

Carroll, Bob. “1942 NFL Championship: Sweet Revenge.” 18:4 (1996). Two years af-
ter their historic 73-0 blowout loss to the Bears, the Washington Redskins were itching 
for payback in their title-game rematch.

Carroll, Bob. “1948 AAFC Championship: Perfect Ending.” 18:4 (1996). The Cleve-
land Browns concluded a perfect unbeaten season by thrashing the Buffalo Bills in the 
AAFC championship game.

Carroll, Bob. “Ottis Anderson.” 18:3 (1996). A biographical sketch of Ottis Anderson, 
who starred in the Cardinals’ and Giants’ backfields during a 14-year (1979-92) career. 

Carroll, Bob. “Has There Ever Been a Forfeit in the NFL?” 18:2 (1996). The story be-
hind the Rochester Jeffersons’ 1921 forfeit to the Washington Pros.

Carroll, Bob. “1949 AAFC Championship: Finishing in Style.” 18:2 (1996). Revisit-
ing the fourth and final AAFC title game, a 21-7 victory for Cleveland over San Fran-
cisco.

Carroll, Bob. “The Ten Best Super Bowls.” 18:1 (1996). Recaps of the 10 most 
thrilling Super Bowls.

Carroll, Bob. “Mini-Bio: L.C. Greenwood.” 18:1 (1996). Nicknamed “Hollywood Bags” 
because of his golden shoes, end L.C. Greenwood was part of the legendary “Steel 
Curtain” that produced four Super Bowl wins in the 1970s.

Carroll, Bob. “1940: The Triumph of the T.” 18:1 (1996). The Bears’ famous 73-0 
pasting of the Redskins in the 1940 NFL title game resulted in the T formation quickly 
becoming the dominant method moving the football.
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Carroll, Bob. “Heidi-Ho!” 18:1 (1996). The nationally televised game between the Jets 
and Raiders on November 17, 1968 is famous for an unbelievable climax that most of 
the country did not see.

Carroll, Bob. “Mini Bio: Billy Wade.” 17:5 (1995). In his 13 years with Los Angeles 
and the Chicago Bears (1954-66), Billy Wade didn’t always live up to expectations. But 
he did lead the Bears to the 1963 NFL title, scoring both touchdowns on quarterback 
sneaks in the 14-10 win over the Giants.

Carroll, Bob. “How to Get from Dayton to Indianapolis by Way of Brooklyn, Bos-
ton, New York, Dallas, Hershey and Baltimore.” 17:5 (1995). Tracing the franchise 
history of the Indianapolis Colts.

Carroll, Bob. “Mini-Bio: George Ratterman.” 17:4 (1995). The quarterback had an up-
and-down ride during his 10 years in the AAFC and NFL. 

Carroll, Bob. “When Is a Tommy Not a Lurtis?” 17:4 (1995). Digging into the mystery 
of quarterback Tommy Thompson’s real name. Could it have been “Tommye” or even 
“Lurtis”?

Carroll, Bob. “Arkansas Sports Hall of Fame.” 17:3 (1995). Little Rock, Arkansas is 
home to the state’s Sports Hall of Fame, whose inductees include such familiar names 
as Lance Alworth, Pat Summerall, Don Hutson, and Paul “Bear” Bryant.

Carroll, Bob. “Mini-Bio: Alex Webster.” 17:2 (1995). After starring in Canada, the 
hard-running back helped propel the New York Giants into six championship games 
during his 10 seasons. Webster went on to coach the Giants for five seasons.

Carroll, Bob. “Mini-Bio: Jim Benton.” 17:2 (1995). Lanky Jim Benton ranked only be-
hind Don Hutson as a pro pass receiver during most of the 1940s. He combined decep-
tive speed, a long reach, and sure hands to lead the league in each major receiving 
category at least once.

Carroll, Bob. “Considered the Best.” 17:1 (1995). Who were the best players in the 
NFL in 1945? The writer weighs the selections from several official and unofficial con-
temporary polls to arrive at his own all-star squad.

Carroll, Bob. “Other Halls of Fame, No. 1: The Indiana Football Hall of Fame.” 17:1 
(1995). The Indiana Football Hall of Fame opened in Richmond in 1974. The hall fea-
tures individual displays of each inductee, some of whom  earned their plaques as Indi-
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ana high schoolers, some at the university level, and others who made names for them-
selves as pros.

Carroll, Bob. “Mini-Bio: Eddie Rucinski.” 17:1 (1995). A thumbnail profile of end and 
defensive back Eddie Rucinski, who played six seasons (1941-46) with Brooklyn and 
the Chicago Cardinals.

Carroll, Bob. “Doc Young and the Hammond Pros.” 17:1 (1995). Dr. Alva Young was
one of the NFL’s founders. “Doc’s team, the Hammond Pros, never had a winning year 
in the league and probably never finished a football season with a black entry in the 
ledger book. Nevertheless, Doc Young helped get the league started, helped for a while
to keep it going, and deserves some measure of honor for fighting the good fight.”

Carroll, Bob. “Mini-Bio: Abe Gibron.” 16:5 (1994). The roly-poly Abe Gibron was a 
Pro Bowl guard with Cleveland in the 1950s before turning to a long coaching career.

Carroll, Bob. “Bill Willis: Dominant Defender.” 16:5 (1994). One of the most domi-
nant defensive linemen to play pro football after World War II, Bill Willis’s success with 
the Cleveland Browns helped speed up the game’s desegregation.

Carroll, Bob. “Emlen Tunnell: A Giant of Defense.” 16:5 (1994). Dubbed the New 
York Giants’ “offense on defense,” Hall of Famer Emlen Tunnel was a top defensive 
back and kick returner, retiring after 14 seasons (1948-61) holding several records for 
interceptions and returns.

Carroll, Bob. “Mini-Bio: Ralph E. Hay.” 16:4 (1994). A short bio of the moving force 
behind the NFL’s creation—the owner of an auto agency in Canton, Ohio.

Carroll, Bob. “When the Best Team Lost.” 16:4 (1994). The stories of several NFL 
teams who were denied the championship by a lesser competitor: the 1921 Buffalo All-
Americans, the 1925 Pottsville Maroons, the ’32 Packers, and the ’34 and ’42 Bears.

Carroll, Bob. “Johnny Drake.” 16:4 (1994). During his five seasons with the Cleveland 
Rams, fullback Johnny Drake was noted for his strong running and bruising blocking.

Carroll, Bob. “Dick Stanfel.” 16:2 (1994). The Hall-of-Fame guard was an important 
cog in the Detroit team that captured three straight division titles and two NFL champi-
onships between 1952 and 1954.
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Carroll, Bob. “Mini-Bio: Riley Matheson.” 16:2 (1994). A brief profile of guard-line-
backer Riley “Snake” Matheson, who earned his nickname by being twice bitten by rat-
tlesnakes.

Carroll, Bob. “Mini-Bio: Russ Letlow.” 15:6 (1993). A biographical sketch of 1930s 
Green Bay lineman Russ Letlow.

Carroll, Bob. “Mini-Bio: Jim Poole.” 15:6 (1993). End Jim Poole, better known for his 
blocking and defensive work than his receiving, helped lead the New York Giants into 
four NFL championship games between 1937 and 1946.

Carroll, Bob. “Mini-Bio: Luke Johnsos.” 15:6 (1993). As player and coach, Luke 
Johnsos spent nearly 40 years with the Chicago Bears as one of George Halas’ most 
trusted assistants. During his tenure, Chicago won six National Football League titles.

Carroll, Bob. “Mini-Bio: Ray Bray.” 15:6 (1993). A champion arm wrestler and a 
perennial All-NFL selection in the late 1940s, Ray Bray was one of the strongest men in
the NFL during his years playing guard with the Chicago Bears. 

Carroll, Bob. “What Else?” 15:1 (1993). Barry Mandell serves as a one-man clearing-
house for the sports book field and disseminates the information in a bi-monthly news-
letter, The SportsBook File. 

Carroll, Bob. “A Short History of Player Lists.” 14:6 (1992). Trying to make sense of 
the various team rosters published in media guides and pro football encyclopedias.

Carroll, Bob. “Hall of Fame Sketchings.” 14:4 (1992). Drawings of Sammy Baugh, 
Johnny Blood, Joe Carr, Red Grange, and George Halas.

Carroll, Bob. “Book Review: Upon Other Fields on Other Days by Jim Koger.” 14:1
(1992). A review of Jim Koger’s book, Upon Other Fields on Other Days: College Foot-
ball’s Wartime Casualties, which lists over 2,300 former college and pro football players
who were killed or reported missing in a United States war from the Spanish-American 
War to the Vietnam War.

Carroll, Bob. “The American Football League Attendance, 1960-69.” 13:4 (1991). A 
season-by-season overview of attendance in the AFL, broken down by team and 
venue.
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Carroll, Bob. “Shelby Who? Ohio Pro Football in 1910.” 13:4 (1991). Revisiting the 
1910 season, when two teams from tiny Shelby—the Blues and the Tigers—had a legit-
imate claim to the Ohio state championship.

Carroll, Bob. “The Eagle Tackle Was Albert.” 13:1 (1991). What are the odds of three
guys with the same last name playing the same position at the same university and all 
three winning All-America honors? Albert Wistert was the only of the three Wistert 
brothers to go from the University of Michigan to the NFL—and he made quite a name 
for himself as a perennial consensus all-NFL tackle with Philadelphia.

Carroll, Bob. “Stan Jones: Common Name, Unusual Guard.” 12:6 (1990). Strong 
and cerebral, Stan Jones helped make lifting weights an acceptable part of a player’s 
training regimen during his dozen seasons with the Chicago Bears. After being a peren-
nial Pro Bowler as an offensive tackle, he switched to defense and helped the Bears 
win the NFL title in 1963. Jones went on to spend 22 years as an assistant coach in 
Denver and Buffalo.

Carroll, Bob. “Little Bethany: Cradle of Pro Football.” 12:4 (1990). Examining the 
fortunes of little Bethany College in West Virginia, which in a three-year span in the 
early 1920s fielded eight past and future professional players—including four pros im-
ported from Illinois as “ringers.” 

Carroll, Bob. “The Early NFL: The College League.” 12:4 (1990). The writer chal-
lenges the conventional wisdom that most early NFL players were sandlotters with only 
a high school education. In fact, the accompanying charts illustrate that from 1920 
through 1932, far more NFLers attended college than did not. By 1932, only 3 of 216 
players were non-collegians.

Carroll, Bob. “Injustice in Wisconsin.” 12:4 (1990). The curious story of how the 
Kenosha Maroons were saddled with a loss for a game they didn’t play. Just who were 
those guys, anyway?

Carroll, Bob. “Papa Bear’s Season.” 12:1 (1990). George Halas’s sixth and final NFL 
championship may have been his sweetest, as the 68-year-old coach guided the Bears 
to the 1963 crown with a punishing blunt-force defense.

Carroll, Bob. “Giotto and Joe.” 12:1 (1990). The author addresses the futility of label-
ing Joe Montana or any other quarterback the “greatest of all-time.”

Carroll, Bob. “Vern Lewellen.” 12:1 (1990). The multi-faceted halfback was a key 
member of the Green Bay squad that won three straight NFL championships in 1929-
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31. In addition to his booming punts, slashing runs, and all-around offensive play, 
Lewellen was regarded as one of Green Bay’s best defensive players.

Carroll, Bob. “Ed Sprinkle.” 12:1 (1990). During his 12-year career with the Chicago 
Bears, defensive end Ed Sprinkle probably was the first player to become famous for 
his pass-rushing ability.

Carroll, Bob. “Bob St. Clair: The Golden Geek.” 11:5 (1989). Bob St. Clair was nick-
named “The Geek” after a character in an old Tyrone Power movie. A diet of raw meat 
helped take him from a 5-9, 150-pound high school sophomore to a 6-9, 270-pound 
49ers offensive tackle. St. Clair ignored pain, playing with back fracture and a shoulder 
separation before a second Achilles tendon injury ended his career.

Carroll, Bob. “Trigger-man of the Eagles.” 11:5 (1989). Philadelphia quarterback 
Tommy Thompson, who played nine NFL seasons, had full sight in only one eye, the 
result of a boyhood stone-throwing accident. Yet, despite any loss of depth perception, 
he became one of the most accurate passers of his era.

Carroll, Bob. “Mini-Bios: The Other Dream Backfielders.” 11:1 (1989). Profiles of the
Chicago Cardinals’ “Dream Backfield” of the 1940s: halfbacks Charlie Trippi and Elmer 
Angsman, fullback Pat Harder, and quarterback Paul Christman.

Carroll, Bob. “Roudebush Knew the Rules.” 10:4 (1988). George Roudebush was the
NFL’s oldest living player when he shared some memories inside his Cleveland home, 
including a game between the Pine Village eleven and the Cincinnati Celts, a team run 
“by a bunch of wild Irishmen.”

Carroll, Bob. “Two American Heroes: Red Grange and Fritz Pollard.” 10:4 (1988). 
Grange’s Chicago Bears and Pollard’s Providence Steamroller met on December 9, 
1925 in the first NFL game ever played in Boston. Grange and Pollard were, at the 
time, the most famous white and black pro football players in the country.

Carroll, Bob. “Lou Rymkus: The Battler.” 9:9 (1987). Rymkus, a perennial All-Pro 
during his six seasons with Cleveland, “can tick off the names of players he ‘handled’ 
until he’s listed just about every important lineman of his day. It’s an honesty that can 
be both refreshing and aggravating.”

Carroll, Bob. “Ice Princes: 1934 Giants.” 9:7 (1987). “The 1934 New York Giants are 
forever damned in pro football lore as freaks of footwear. The story of how they donned
sneakers in the second official NFL Championship Game and snuck to victory while the
traditionally shod Big Bad Bears slipped, skidded, and slid to defeat has been told more
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often than ‘the check’s in the mail’ or ‘I’ll respect you in the morning.’” Was it just the 
shoes? Carroll’s conclusion: “On a normal field, the Giants just might have won that 
1934 Championship fair and square. We’ll never know.”

Carroll, Bob. “Short Man—Long Legacy.” 9:5 (1987). “Probably the least-known en-
shrinee of the Pro Football Hall of Fame, Hugh L. ‘Shorty’ Ray was National Football 
League Supervisor of Officials from 1938 through 1952. He never played or coached a 
down in the NFL, but he deserves much credit for the success the pro game achieved 
by the 1950s.”

Carroll, Bob. “Looking Into Your Locals.” 9:4 (1987). Solid advice from a veteran re-
searcher on how ANYBODY can contribute to pro football history, including research 
tips. “If there’s one area of pro football history that we really don’t know much about, it’s
the pre-World War II, non-major league pro teams. Some of them, particularly in the 
‘20s and early ‘30s, were on a par with many NFL teams. Others, while not so strong 
overall, employed some outstanding individuals. Yet, in many cases, we don’t even 
know the names of the teams, much less the players.”

Carroll, Bob. “When Stinky Stuffed the Pack.” 9:2 (1987). End Bill Hewitt played eight
NFL seasons with the Bears (1932-36) and the Eagles (1937-39), then was lured out of
retirement for the Steagles in 1943.

Carroll, Bob. “Squirmin’ Herman.” 9:1 (1987). An article about Herman Wedemeyer, 
native Hawaiian who became an AAFC star with the L.A. Dons. So called because of 
his ability to elude tacklers during kick returns, he had only limited success running 
from the T-formation. After football, he attained new fame as “Duke” on the popular TV 
series Hawaii Five-O.

Carroll, Bob. “Glamourless Gridirons: 1907:09.” 9:1 (1987). “Most of pro football’s 
story is worth a second look; the years immediately following the disaster of 1906 de-
serve a first look. Those seasons are consistently ignored in most histories as though 
pro football fans in Ohio spent several autumns with their heads buried in sand and 
those local football players not enrolled in academic institutions took up knitting. Not so!
Professional football was alive and well and living in Buckeyeland.”

Carroll, Bob. “Bucking the System.” 8:9 (1986). “The NFL’s Passer Rating System is 
alive and well in its yearly rankings, but it breaks down in career ratings because of cir-
cumstances beyond its control. Let’s fix it.”

Carroll, Bob. “The Least Remembered Championship.” 8:6 (1986). Green Bay de-
feated the New York Giants, 14-7, in the 1944 NFL championship game. “Fans forget a 
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lot of games, of course, even championships, but—if such a thing could be measured—
this one would win the cup as least remembered. And they’d probably forget to inscribe 
it. Mostly it was the war.”

Carroll, Bob. “The Best End We Ever Forgot.” 8:3 (1986). “Lavie Dilweg, by nearly all 
contemporary accounts and measurements, was the best end in pro football almost 
from his first game until his last. He had an unusually long career, played on the best 
team of his time, and followed his playing days with a life of public service that took him
all the way to Washington. What more could anyone ask?.. How about being remem-
bered?” Dilweg played for the Packers from 1927 to 1934, after a rookie season with 
the Milwaukee Badgers.

Carroll, Bob. “1941 Championship Game.” 8:2 (1986). Bears 37, Giants 9. The atten-
dance at the game, played two weeks after Pearl Harbor, was 13,341. “In part, the 
crowd was held down by the anticlimactic nature of the game; the Giants were given lit-
tle chance of derailing the Bears’ championship express.” Moreover, football “seemed 
rather unimportant when viewed in context of the world situation.”

Carroll, Bob. “1941 Western Division Playoff.” 8:2 (1986). The Bears beat Green 
Bay, 33-14, setting up a title-game clash with the Giants.

Carroll, Bob. “1941 All-Pros.” 8:2 (1986). “Although the Bears emerged as the top 
team of 1941, there were plenty of other great players in the NFL. In fact, it could be ar-
gued that the league would not be permeated with so much talent again until the 
merger with the All-America Football Conference in 1950. Outstanding players would 
be siphoned off to the first the military and then the rival AAFC for the next eight years.”
A look at polls by the PFWA, the AP, the UPI, the New York Daily News, as well as the 
sports newspaper Collyer’s Eye and the picks of Chicago sportswriter Jim Corcoran.

Carroll, Bob. “Ken Kavanaugh: The Bears’ Home Run Hitter.” 8:2 (1986). “Ken Ka-
vanaugh probably caught fewer passes than any other wide receiver to be seriously 
considered for the Pro Football Hall of Fame. His modest total of 162 catches over an 
eight-year pro career would make a tidy two-year total for some of today’s busier wide-
outs. But there’s quantity and then there’s quality. Kavanaugh, who played for the 
Bears between 1940 and 1950 (missing three seasons in his prime to fight in Europe 
during World War II), averaged a touchdown for nearly every third catch.

Carroll, Bob. “1932 All-Pros.” 8:1 (1986). The Associated Press polled seven of the 
eight league coaches for the official All-Pro eleven. United Press made released its own
poll. “Interestingly enough, the U.P. choices differed in several spots from those hon-
ored on the Official team, underlining the contention made here that all valid All-Pro 
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teams should be preserved as memorials to excellent players who might otherwise be 
forgotten.”

Carroll, Bob. “1922: Birth, Rebirth, and Resuscitation.” 7: Annual (1985). Details of 
the two owners’ meetings that determined the transition of the APFA to the NFL. The 
first was held in Canton on January 28, 1922, and the second in Cleveland on June 24. 
The 1922 season “was a year when money talked—loudly at the league meetings but 
softly to the press. It was a year when players gained ground on the field and lost 
ground to the owners. It was a year of great moral outrage and sharp practices. It was 
also the first year that the National Football League actually called itself that.”

Carroll, Bob. “The Real System.” 7:5 (1985). The “Cynical Ranking of Advertising Po-
tential System” essentially ranks the best quarterbacks by which six NFL teams had the
best records in any year, from 1945 to 1984.

Carroll, Bob. “1914: Ohio.” 7:5 (1985). The 1914 season included the fatal injury of 
Harry Turner during Canton’s 6-0 win over Akron. In a rematch, Peggy Parratt’s Akron 
Indians beat Canton 21-0 to win the Ohio Championship.

Carroll, Bob. “The 1920s All-Pros in Retrospect.” 7:5 (1985). The writer selects the 
18 players he regards as the best of the 1920s.

Carroll, Bob. “All-Pros: The Missing Votes in 1938.” 7:4 (1985). Reflecting on a few 
missing votes from the 1938 Official All-NFL Team. Ace Parker of the Dodgers was se-
lected as the All-NFL quarterback, by a 26-13 margin. But, Carroll notes, there were 16 
points that were missing in the final tally—theoretically, it might have been Riley Smith 
by a 29-26 vote.

Carroll, Bob. “The Truth About Beattie.” 7:3 (1985). “Did he or didn’t he? It seems like
ever since Beattie Feathers had that remarkable season in 1934, Doubting Thomases 
have been trying to explain it away.”

Carroll, Bob. “Potsy Clark.” 7:2 (1985). Potsy Clark “achieved fame in a variety of 
sports capacities from 1912 through 1953, but it is as a pro football coach during the 
1930s that he is best remembered today. In that critical era when the NFL was moving 
from its helter-skelter first decade to become in reality a major league, Potsy was con-
sidered the equal of such legends as Halas, Lambeau, Owen, and Flaherty. Some 
would have put him at the top of the list.”

Carroll, Bob. “Ranking the Blockers.” 7:2 (1985). Carroll designed a rating system for
linemen, giving 60 points for being on the roster, adding 10 for being a starter, adding 
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between 1 and 30 for being on the 1st, 2nd, or 3rd team of any of the five major all-pro 
squads selected in a season, adding 5 for a Pro Bowl, and subtracting between 1 and 
48 points for games missed during a season. Under the suggested Carroll System, the 
Colts’ Jim Parker got a 102.3 in 1962 and a 93.8 in 1963; during the same years, the 
Packers’ Jerry Kramer was 100.5 and 106.0.

Carroll, Bob. “Opinion.” 7:1 (1985). “Apparently, TV Guide believes fans watch football
so they can root for the owners.”

Carroll, Bob. “Losing.” 6:9 (1984). A fun look at the various types of football pools 
played at the faculty lounge. One was based on the last digit for the Steelers and their 
opponents in Sunday’s game. The “33 pool” awarded half the kitty to the person whose 
team scored the most points, and the other half to whoever’s team scored exactly 33 
points, with the money carried over if no team did so. (In 1984, the Jets lost to the Car-
dinals 34-33).

Carroll, Bob. “Stat Stuff: Passing.” 6:5 (1984). A study of 14 starters in 1979 confirms 
that the key to wins is not the pass completion rate, but getting touchdowns more often 
than interceptions.

Carroll, Bob. “1948.” 6:2 (1984). The Browns and the 49ers in the AAFC, and the Ea-
gles and Cardinals in the NFL, had the best players in pro football that year. Although 
the two leagues were at war, their “soldiers” couldn’t meet on the battlefield.

Carroll, Bob. “Charley Conerly.” 6:1 (1984). A biography of Charley Conerly, who 
quarterbacked the Giants from 1948 to 1961 and put them into the 1958 title game with 
a surprise play.

Carroll, Bob. “Curly Lambeau.” 6:1 (1984). Just when most of the small-town teams 
were disappearing, Curly Lambeau built a juggernaut that won three straight league 
championships (1929-31). An appreciation of the man who kept Green Bay, Wisconsin,
in the world’s most successful sports league.

Carroll, Bob. “Fabulous Fatman.” 5:10 (1983). Wilbur Henry loved to eat and he loved
to play football. The result was the biggest and best tackle of the NFL’s early years. In 
1963, eleven years after his death, he was in the original group enshrined at Canton.

Carroll, Bob. “MIddle Man.” 5:10 (1983). Mel Hein was quite possibly the best two-way
center ever to play pro football. On offense, he snapped the ball unerringly and blocked
like a demon. On defense, he was known for his bone-crushing tackles and his ability to
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cover pass receivers. Hein, who played for the Giants from 1931 to 1945, was all-
league for eight straight years and one of the original inductees at Canton.

Carroll, Bob. “Buddy Young.” 5:9 (1983). One of the first blacks to play pro football af-
ter the “unofficial” ban from 1934 to 1945, Buddy experienced the humiliations of preju-
dice. When the Yankees first played in Baltimore, racists showed up at the stadium in 
blackface. But the 5-foot-4 running back always insisted that the worst prejudice he en-
countered was against his size.

Carroll, Bob. “Now ’n Then.” 5:8 (1983). “Now” was 1981. “Then” was 1940. What’s 
changed during that time? The stats support the theory that teams pass more now; they
kick more (but punt less); they run less—but not that much less. Altogether, you’ll see 
about 21 more plays in a game today than you would have seen in 1940.

Carroll, Bob. “Leemans & Rogers.” 5:5 (1983). The Giants’ Tuffy Leemans of 1936 is 
compared to the Saints’ George Rogers in 1981.

Carroll, Bob. “Were West Coast Pros the Real Stars of 1890s?” 5:5 (1983). In 1963, 
Ken Cotanch of Santa Barbara wrote to the newly opened Pro Football Hall of Fame 
about pro teams that played out West in the 1890s. PFRA researchers, particularly Bob
Gill, followed up on such overlooked teams as the Butte Copper Kings, San Francisco 
Olympic, Oakland Reliance, and Los Angeles Stars.

Carroll, Bob. “Scoring Binge.” 5:3 (1983). In its early years the American Football 
League had a reputation for bombs-away play, and it was never more deserved than on
December 22, 1963. That afternoon on the West Coast, Oakland kicker Mike Mercer 
broke a 49-49 tie with Houston while San Diego stomped Denver, 58-20.

Carroll, Bob. “Akron Pros 1920.” 4:12 (1982). The Akron Pros won the first NFL title, 
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Ford, Mark L. “Captain Crawford and the 1892 Chicago Athletics.” 24:6 (2002). 
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folded if the teams were placed in divisions and held championship series.
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games played between the NFL, CFL, and AFL, College All-Star games, and games 
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Ford, Mark L., and Massimo Fogglio. “3/29/19: The First Football Championship 
Game.” 41:2 (2019). The story of the American Expeditionary Force (A.E.F.) football 
playoffs and championship that took place among the U.S. troops stationed in Europe 
after World War I under the orders of General “Black Jack” Pershing, along with a de-
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teams in order to survive, the Pittsburgh Steelers and Chicago Cardinals fielded one of 
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their part in an upset for the ages.

Gallivan, Patrick. “The Modern Stadium Explosion: From the 1960s to the 
Present.” 41:3 (2019). A brief history of the era of multi-purpose and football stadium 
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the normal routine, as well as a PFRA member survey.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 42:3 (2020). The PFRA’s Biography Project is launched. Also, an 
announcement on the passing of long-time PFRA president Jack Clary.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 42:2 (2020). Postponement of the PFRA Convention to 2021, with 
details on hotel reservations.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 41:6 (2019). An update on the 2020 PFRA Convention at the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio from June 18–21, 2000, commemorating the 
100th anniversary of the founding of the NFL. Includes information on the special hotel 
discount and a list of events and speakers. Also, PFRA election results.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 41:5 (2019). An update from George Bozeka on the 2020 PFRA 
Convention at the Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio from June 18–21 next 
year that will celebrate the 100th anniversary of the founding of the NFL, including infor-
mation on the special hotel discount and a list of events and speakers.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 41:4 (2019). The candidates for the office of President of the PFRA 
release their statements on their vision of the future of the organization.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 41:3 (2019). An update on the candidates and deadlines for PFRA 
elective offices in 2019; the official announcement of the weekend of June 1821, 2020 
for the PFRA Convention in Canton next year; and birthday wishes for the PFRA at 40.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 41:2 (2019). The column features news on the passing of longtime 
PFRA member Fausto Batella of Italy, an announcement on the creation of the PFRA’s 
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Instagram account (@pfra_photos), a brief explanation on the recent absence of the 
editor-in-chief and a look at the very first issue of The Coffin Corner on the publication’s
40th anniversary.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 41:1 (2019). The executive director gives his state of the PFRA ad-
dress to the members, listing the accomplishments of the organization for 2018 and 
provides a look ahead to 2019.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 40:6 (2018). The inductees in the Hall of Very Goods class of 2018 
are announced: Lyle Alzado, Dick Anderson, Ken Gray, Lee Roy Jordan, Earl Morrall, 
Ralph Neely, and Fred Smerlas. Also, deadline reminders on the PFRA elections and 
membership renewals for next year.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 40:5 (2018). A milestone announcement of the 1,000 follower to the
PFRA’s official Twitter account. Also, notices on the 60th anniversary of the 1958 Balti-
more Colts season and the second book in the PFRA’s Great Teams in Pro Football 
History series, along with the upcoming 2020 PFRA Convention in Canton, Ohio to cel-
ebrate the 100th anniversary of the founding of the NFL.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 40:4 (2018). The organizer for the 2018 convention recalls the high-
lights of the weekend in Buffalo, including the official release of The 1958 Baltimore 
Colts: Profiles of the NFL’s First Sudden Death Champions, the second book in the 
PFRA series on Great Teams in Pro Football History. Photographs by Mark Palczewski
illustrate the recap of this event.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 40:3 (2018). An announcement on the release of The 1958 Balti-
more Colts, the second book in the Great Teams in Professional Football series, and a 
final update on the 2018 PFRA Convention in Buffalo.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 40:2 (2018). An update on the 2018 PFRA Convention in Buffalo, 
New York, including the addition of two speakers to the schedule and the announce-
ment of a free convention t-shirt to all attendees.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 40:1 (2018). The executive director gives his state of the PFRA ad-
dress to the members, listing the accomplishments of the organization for the past year 
and provides a look ahead to the future. Also there's a big announcement about the 
2018 PFRA Convention in Buffalo with the addition of Hall of Famer and former Bills 
running back Thurman Thomas as a guest speaker.
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“PFRA-ternizing.” 39:6 (2017). An update on the 2018 PFRA Convention in Buffalo, 
New York, including details on the official hotel and featured speakers in attendance 
and a call to members for their feedback by the PFRA board members and manage-
ment team.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 39:5 (2017). An announcement about the Linescore 2020 project 
coinciding with the NFL’s 100th season; a note on PFRA secretary Lee Elder’s inter-
view on the Sports Forgotten Heroes podcast produced by new PFRA member Warren 
Rogan; and an update on next year’s national convention in Buffalo.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 39:4 (2017). An announcement on next year’s national PFRA con-
vention in Buffalo including details on the official hotel and featured speakers.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 39:3 (2017). A report on the PFRA Western New York’s second an-
nual chapter meeting in Hamburg, New York that included a talk by former Buffalo Bills 
defensive back Jeff Nixon.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 39:2 (2017). The official naming of Buffalo, New York as the loca-
tion for the organization’s 2018 convention; a preview of the second annual meeting of 
the PFRA’s Western New York chapter; and the announcement of a new book, The All-
America Football Conference: Players, Coaches, Records, Games and Awards, 1946-
1949, coming this fall from PFRA Publications.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 39:1 (2017). The executive director gives his state of the PFRA ad-
dress, listing the accomplishments of the organization for last year and looking ahead 
to the future, including the announcement of the site for the biennial meeting in 2018.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 38:3 (2016). A report from PFRA member Jeff Miller on the recent 
Western New York chapter meeting and an announcement on member Greg Tranter’s 
donation of his large personal collection of Bills memorabilia to the Buffalo History Mu-
seum.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 38:2 (2016). An announcement on the second book in the PFRA’s 
Greatest Teams in Pro Football History series featuring the 1958 NFL champion Balti-
more Colts and a call for writers and editors to help on the project. There is also an up-
date on the 2016 Green Bay meeting itinerary including a list of speakers that features 
two members of the 1966 Packers team that won the first Super Bowl.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 38:1 (2016). The executive director gives his state of the PFRA ad-
dress and looks ahead to 2016, including his thanks to the officers and management 
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team of the PFRA. The 2015 PFRA award winners are also announced with Jack Clary 
as the Ralph Hay winner, Ted Kluck receiving the Nelson Ross Award, and Doug 
Bigelow winning the Bob Carroll Memorial Writing Award.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 37:6 (2015). The results of the PFRA elections; a reminder to re-
new annual memberships; and an update on the 1966 Green Bay Packers book being 
prepared for next year’s meeting, including a sneak peek at the cover.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 37:5 (2015). A reminder on the PFRA elections and the Hall of Very
Good balloting (both deadlines are October 31); an update on the PFRA book about the
1966 champion Green Bay Packers; and a report on a 1920s-era pro football game fea-
turing a tribute to the Rock Island Independents organized by PFRA member Simon 
Herrera.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 37:4 (2015). Detailed information on the upcoming 2016 PFRA 
meeting in Green Bay including cost and hotel information.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 37:3 (2015). Updates on the PFRA elections for this year, the Hall 
of Very Good finalists for 2015 (including an official HOVG ballot), and the PFRA’s bi-
ennial meeting in Green Bay next year.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 37:2 (2015). An update on membership count for the PFRA, num-
bers on the official PFRA Twitter feed, and a recap of a local chapter meeting in South-
ern California from PFRA Secretary Lee Elder.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 37:1 (2015). A wrap-up of the PFRA meeting in Cleveland, a dis-
cussion on the PFRA website, and the announcement of PFRA elections.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 36:6 (2014). A special message from the PFRA’s president about 
the results from the December 5 board of directors meeting and, from the vice-presi-
dent, an update on PFRA membership numbers, including a map showing the PFRA’s 
presence in 36 states and Canada.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 36:5 (2014). A notice about the permanent change to The Coffin 
Corner’s masthead honoring Bob Carroll as the founder of the PFRA. Also, a reminder 
to renew memberships for 2015.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 36:4 (2014). Notifying members about a special board of directors 
meeting; an update on the new webmaster and plans for the new PFRA website; a re-
minder for the Hall of Very Good balloting; and a message to members on the need for 
contributions to The Coffin Corner.
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“PFRA-ternizing.” 36:2 (2014). An updated itinerary for the 2014 PFRA meeting 
schedule in Cleveland and the official announcement of the 2013 PFRA award winners.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 35:6 (2013). The results of the 2013 PFRA elections, the resigna-
tion of president Tod Maher, an announcement on the formation of the Education Com-
mittee, and the 2012 PFRA award winners.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 35:5 (2013). An announcement on the resignation of Ken Crippen 
as executive director, an update on the 2014 PFRA meeting hosted by the Cleveland 
Browns, and a survey asking members to rate The Coffin Corner and suggestions for 
its improvement.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 35:4 (2013). An announcement about the formation of local chap-
ters of the national PFRA. Also, an official ballot for the PFRA’s four elective offices, 
with a voting deadline of October 31, 2013.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 35:3 (2013). An apology (of sorts) from the editor on the lateness of
the current issue.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 34:6 (2012). A year-end membership renewal reminder and up-
dates from the Hall of Very Good and Oral History committees.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 34:5 (2012). Words of congratulations on Ken Crippen’s 2012 Dick 
Connor Writing Award; an explanation of endnote usage in articles; and a brief memo-
rial to Steve Sabol of NFL Films.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 31:6 (2009). PFRA election results.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 31:5 (2009). Statements are made from the two candidates running
for President of the PFRA.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 31.3 (2009). Ralph Hickok (Ralph Hay Award) and Sean Lahman 
(Nelson Ross Award) are winners of PFRA’s annual awards.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 30:4 (2008). Gently scolding a contributor and a plug for John T. 
Reed’s book, The Contrarian Edge for Football Offense.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 30:2 (2008). The winners of the Ralph Hay and Nelson Ross 
Awards are announced.
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“PFRA-ternizing.” 29:7 (2007). Announcing the passing of Bob Braunwart, one of the 
PFRA’s original founders.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 29:4 (2007). Chris Willis and the annual Nesser family reunion.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 29:3 (2007). The 2006 PFRA Writing Awards are announced.

“PFRA-ternizing. Hay & Ross Winners Announced.” 29:2 (2007). Emil Klosinski and
Matthew Algeo are winners of the 2006 Ralph Hay and Nelson Ross awards, respec-
tively.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 28:6 (2006). Bob Gill discusses his new book, Outsiders: Minor 
League and Independent Football, 1923-1950.

“PFRA-ternizing.” 28:1 (2006). John Gunn and Chris Willis are named winners of 
PFRA’s annual achievement awards. Tim Brulia expresses interest in forming two re-
search committees—one dedicated to radio and TV commentators, the other to each 
team’s uniform designs and colors.

“PFRA-ternizing: Pittsburgh Myths.” 27:5 (2005). Common mistakes about Pitts-
burgh, both the city and the team.

Phillips, Tommy. “Eye Candy: How a Celebrity Sighting Helped Win a Super Bowl.”
46:4 (2024). Tommy Phillips tells the story of Joe Montana, John Candy, and Super 
Bowl XXIII between San Francisco and Cincinnati.

Phillips, Tommy. “American Football in Japan.” 44:4 (2022). A brief history of the 
gridiron game in Japan beginning with the first game in 1934, a hiatus during World 
War II, followed by the start of a Japanese college football championship game in 1947,
and an American college all-star game known as the Japan Bowl from 1976 to 1993. 
There is also a discussion of NFL preseason games and a history of Japan’s X-League,
the highest level of football in the island nation.

Piascik, Andy. “The History of the Hall of Very Good.” 46:5 (2024). This article by 
the longtime committee chairman recounts the history of the HOVG since its inception 
in 2002, describing the election procedures and its evolution over time with changes to 
class sizes, voting rules, and nominating criteria.

Piascik, Andy. “1953 NFL Season in Review.” 45:6 (2023). A report on the 34th sea-
son of the league, including the role of television in growing the popularity of the game, 
and the outstanding players of the year. Short rundowns of the marquee games in 1953
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are listed, as well as a recap of the game of the year—the championship match be-
tween Detroit and Cleveland, with the Lions winning a second consecutive NFL title 
over the Browns.

Piascik, Andy. “The 1947 Season in Review.” 44:3 (2022). The writer’s review of the 
1947 NFL season examines more than just the biggest games and eventual champion. 
The season’s role in the game’s progression is examined, too. Single platoon football 
was ending, which gave a start to the rise of specialists we have today. The top players
and personalities of the era, plus some questionable awards voting, are all spelled out.

Piascik, Andy. “1951 NFL Season in Review.” 43:6 (2021). A look back at the incredi-
ble 1951 season when twelve teams battled for the NFL title. Four teams from the Na-
tional Conference (the Rams, Bears, Lions, and 49ers) fought until the final day of the 
regular season for the top spot, and a new rivalry emerged between the Browns and 
the Giants in the American Conference. At the end of the year the Rams met the 
Browns in the first NFL title game to be nationally televised. Top games and individual 
performances are also highlighted. 

Piascik, Andy. “1950s NFL Tidbits.” 42:4 (2020). A look at the NFL's most stable era 
of the 20th century—the 12-team league with the 12-game season, Saturday night 
games on the DuMont Network, the two Cleveland teams (1951 and ’53) with 13 Can-
ton-bound players, and much more.

Piascik, Andy. “A Critique of the Official 1960s All-Decade Team.” 42:2 (2020). The 
author takes a look at the official NFL All-Decade Team of the 1960s and proposes an 
alternative version.

Piascik, Andy. “A Critique of the Official 1950s All-Decade Team.” 42:1 (2020). Pi-
ascik goes into detail on each selection of the 1950s All-Decade team as determined by
the Pro Football Hall of Fame selection committee. Were these the best players of the 
decade? Were there better choices? An alternative team is proposed by the author.

Piascik, Andy. “Un-Bear-ably Close: Chicago’s Many Near Misses of the Post-War 
Era.” 41:5 (2019). The Bears—along with the rival Packers—dominated the early years
of the NFL, winning seven NFL titles in the 25 years since their first championship in 
1921. But they would not win another league title until 1963. This is a recounting of the 
close calls and agonizing finishes of the club after World War II.

Piascik, Andy. “The Night Broadway Joe Took His Act to Bridgeport.” 39:6 (2017). 
Remembering the 1967 preseason game between a rising star of the AFL, Joe Na-
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math, and his ascendant New York Jets against another nearby team, the Boston Patri-
ots, played one summer’s eve in Bridgeport, Connecticut.

Piascik, Andy. “Book Review: McKay’s Men: 1979 Tampa Bay Buccaneers, the 
Story of Worst to First by Denis Crawford.” 31:2 (2009). The reviewer’s verdict: “a 
highly-readable account of the 1979 Bucs, a team that came within one win of making it
to the Super Bowl.”

Piascik, Andy. “Book Review: St. Clair: I’ll Take It Raw! by Kristine Setting Clark.” 
31:2 (2009). A biography of 49ers tackle Bob St. Clair, one of the NFL’s most colorful 
characters of the 1950s.

Piascik, Andy. “Book Review: Pride & Poise: The Oakland Raiders of the Ameri-
can Football League by Jim McCullough.” 31:2 (2009). The reviewer describes au-
thor Jim McCullough’s effort as “a comprehensive, extremely well-researched account 
of the Raiders of the 1960s….ten years’ worth of games, rivalries, and the accomplish-
ments of Jim Otto, Willie Brown, Warren Wells, and so many other players.”

Piascik, Andy. “Football’s Best Pennant Races.” 29:6 (2007). A look at 13 of the 
most exciting divisional races from the 1933-69 era. 

Piascik, Andy. “Best Point Differentials.” 29:5 (2007). The 50 best single-season 
point differentials from 1933 through 2006.

Piascik, Andy. “Comparing the NFL, AFL, and AAFC.” 29:4 (2007). The writer com-
pares the AFL and the AAFC to the NFL, quantifies how strong each was relatively, and
then sees how the two upstart leagues compare to each other. 

Piascik, Andy. “AAFC vs. NFL: The Attendance Battle.” 29:3 (2007). From 1946 
through 1949, the insurgent AAFC got the better of the established NFL in the battle of 
the turnstile.

Piascik, Andy. “‘I’m Jack Whitaker and This is the NFL Game of the Week.’” 29:1 
(2007). A fond recollection of the voice of the New York Giants and narrator of NFL 
Game of the Week during the 1960s.

Piascik, Andy. “Gene Hickerson.” 28:5 (2006). One of the fastest linemen of his era, 
guard Gene Hickerson transformed the task of running interference into an art form dur-
ing his 15 seasons (1958-72) with the Browns.
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Piascik, Andy. “Points Allowed in Context.” 28:2 (2006). Evaluating the top defenses 
across the decades by adjusting a team’s points-allowed total by era

Piascik, Andy. “When Having the Best Record Didn’t Mean Home Field Advantage,
Part Two.” 28:2 (2006). A recap of AFC and NFC playoff pairings from 1970 through 
1974 and how teams would have been paired had today’s postseason rules been in 
force.

Piascik, Andy. “Darrell Dess.” 28:2 (2006). The longtime offensive guard  experienced
the highs and lows of playing with the New York Giants the ‘60s.

Piascik, Andy. “When Having the Best Record Didn’t Mean Home Field Advan-
tage.” 28:1 (2006). For decades, the NFL rotated the home field for title games. The 
author provides a detailed look at a flawed system and how it may have affected cham-
pionships.

Piascik, Andy. “Derrell Palmer.” 27:6 (2005). A stroll down memory lane with the two-
way tackle from Texas, who played in championship games in seven of his eight sea-
sons in the AAFC and NFL.

Piascik, Andy. “Old and New Style Winning Percentages.” 27:5 (2005). In 1972, the 
NFL changed the way it calculates winning percentages. Beginning that year tie games 
were no longer disregarded, but instead counted as half a win and half a loss. The au-
thor digs into the past to see where on five occasions the new system would have sig-
nificantly altered the standings.

Piascik, Andy. “World War 2 and the Hall of Fame.” 27:4 (2005). Looking at five play-
ers whose wartime service may have hurt their chances to make the Pro Football Hall 
of Fame.

Piascik, Andy. “Why the AAFC Cleveland Browns Were the Best Team in Football 
From 1946 Through 1949.” 27:3 (2005). Could Paul Brown’s squad have beaten the 
NFL champions of 1946-49? The author lays out the reasons, point by point, why he 
believes the Browns were the better team, primarily because of the significant advan-
tages they had in the passing game, on defense, in the kicking game, and at head 
coach.

Piascik, Andy. “Vince Banonis.” 27:2 (2005). The center and linebacker, a three-time 
NFL champion, remembers glory days with the Cardinals of the ‘40s and the Lions of 
the ‘50s.
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Piascik, Andy. “Gordy Soltau.” 27:1 (2005). Gordy Soltau, an excellent pass receiver 
and reliable placekicker, was a key contributor throughout his years with the colorful, 
competitive 49ers in the 1950s.

Piascik, Andy. “Lenny Moore.” 24:5 (2002). The Baltimore Colts’ halfback was one of 
the most dangerous offensive players of all time, one of the few who was equally capa-
ble of breaking a long run from scrimmage and of catching the deep pass. “He was like 
a symphony on the football field,” a teammate said of Moore, whose 12 seasons (1956-
67) of excellence earned him nearly every available honor, including election to the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame. For all his brilliance, Moore endured the limitations of racism off 
the field, causing considerable bitterness in retirement. 

Piascik, Andy. “Marion Motley.” 24:4 (2002). Although the bruising fullback-linebacker 
had a relatively brief career with Cleveland during the Browns, Marion Motley was so 
impressive that in 1994 he was one of seven backs selected by the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame to its 75th anniversary all-time team.

Piascik, Andy. “Jim Ray Smith.” 24:1 (2002). Arguably the best of the many excellent 
linemen Cleveland fielded in the 1940s, ‘50s, and ‘60s was Billy Ray Smith, a devastat-
ing blocker at the guard and tackle positions.

Piascik, Andy, Bob Gill, Sean Lahman, and Ken Crippen. “Hall of Very Good.” 31:5 
(2009). Biographies of 20 candidates for the Hall of Very Good are provided for this 
year’s voting.

Piascik, Andy, Bob Gill, Sean Lahman, and Ken Crippen. “Hall of Very Good.” 30:2 
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Carmichael, Blanton Collier, Randy Gradishar, Bob Hoernschemeyer, Cecil Isbell, 
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Lewellen.

Pittsburgh Press. “The First All-Star Game.” 1:1 (1979). Five years after the first rec-
ognized pro football game, a selected team of all-stars took on the Pittsburgh champs.

Plack, Joe. “1923 Football Rules Revisited.” 14:5 (1992). The modifications pub-
lished in the 1923 Spalding’s Guide can be divided into two groups: changes in rules 
and changes in wording.
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“Player Deaths in 2008.” 31:1 (2009). From Mel Agee to Jerry Zawadzkas, an alpha-
betical listing of all the pro players lost in 2008.

“Player Deaths in 2007.” 30:1 (2008). Bucko Kilroy and Jim Ringo are among those 
listed in this annual round-up of player deaths.

“Player Deaths in 2006.” 29:1 (2007). The annual necrology of player deaths. Up-
dated with the burial sites or cremations of 26 Hall of Famers.

“Player Deaths in 2003.” 26:2 (2004). Adrian Burk, Sid Gillman, and Tex Schramm 
were among those lost in 2003.

“Player Deaths in 2002.” 25:1 (2003). From Frank Albert to Tony Zuzzio, an alphabeti-
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Pollack, Ron. “The Legend of ‘Wild Man’ Willey.” 19:4 (1997). A pass-rushing terror, 
Philadelphia defensive end Norman Willey was credited with 17 sacks in a single game 
against the Giants in 1952. 

Poole, Eric. “Football’s Fertile Crescent III.” 21:3 (1999). Professional teams occa-
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mously, Johnny Unitas.
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Premo, Patrick M. “The Great Ones: The First PFRA All-Time Great Pro Football 
Single Elimination Tournament.” 14:3 (1992). PFRA members vote to decide the 
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146



Pro Football Hall of Fame. “The Class of 2023.” 45:3 (2023). Career capsules, high-
lights, statistics, and awards from this year’s Hall of Fame class: Rondé Barber, Don 
Coryell (coach/contributor), Chuck Howley (senior), Joe Klecko (senior), Darrelle Revis,
Ken Riley (senior), Joe Thomas, Zach Thomas, and DeMarcus Ware.

Pro Football Hall of Fame. “The Class of 2021.” 44:4 (2022). Career capsules, high-
lights, statistics, and awards from this year’s Hall of Fame class: Tony Boselli, Cliff 
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in this year’s Hall of Fame class: Cortez Kennedy, Curtis Martin, Jack Butler, Dermontti 
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