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HISTORIC HORNS  
The following was discovered in a 1958 Utah vs. Utah State football program.  The story was marked 
"Courtesy Los Angeles Rams," but no author was given. 
  
At the time he designed the Rams' helmet logo, the significance of Gehrke's creation was not fully 
appreciated.  However, in the interim every football team from the Super Bowl Champs down to junior 
high squads has adopted a distinctive helmet logo. 

**** 
If you were to select an all-time Los Angeles Ram team, would you place at halfback the man who 
designed the famous Ram helmet?  You might, for Fred Gehrke, creator of the distinctive design, 
elusively roamed NFL gridirons for six years.  He indelibly stamped his name as an all-time Ram great.  
But a more delicate touch from the artistic side of Fred Gehrke has left his mark for all to see whenever 
the Rams take the field. 
 
In 1939 Gehrke was an art major and a grid speedster at the University of Utah.  He joined the Rams in 
1940 and the following off-season became associated with Northrop Aircraft in Los Angeles and became 
an integral part of that firm's design department throughout the war. 
  
He rejoined the Cleveland Rams for the 1945 season, playing a sparkling part in the Rams' successful 
quest for a world title.  When the team moved to Los Angeles, Gehrke continued as a top drawer halfback 
through 1949. 
  
At the close of the 1947 season, Coach Bob Snyder asked Gehrke to put his artistic talents to work in 
designing a new Ram uniform.  Gehrke did so, and his presentation of the now famous helmet was 
greeted with enthusiasm by the entire organization. 
  
Gehrke's imaginative helmet design, however, created a momentary monster.  Unable to find a mass 
method of stenciling, Snyder delivered 70 leather helmets to him with instructions to hand paint them.  
Throughout the summer, Gehrke worked every available moment at night and on weekends on the 
project, and throughout the year, as solid blows chipped and cracked the paint, "Gehrke's helmet paint 
repair department" became a season- long and active part of the Ram scene. 
  
Before the 1949 season, Coach Clark Shaughnessy introduced the Riddell plastic helmet and Gehrke 
envisioned the same job all over again.  But the manufacturer agreed to include the design and the paint 
was baked on from the inside, showing through the transparent plastic.      Since then, there have been 
changes in the design of the helmet itself, but the famous Ram horns remain a basic part of every "hat" 
received from the manufacturer ... the most distinctive helmet in football. 
 

RUSHING PASS          RECEIVING 
Year Team       Att  Yds  Avg  TD     No  Yds   Avg  TD   
1940 Cle.Rams     -    -    -   -      1   -2  -2.0   0   

(In Military service) 
1945 Cle.Rams    74  467  6.3   7      8   90  11.3   1    
1946 LA Rams     71  371  5.2   3     11   83   7.5   2                  
1947 LA Rams     59  304  5.2   0      6   19   3.2   0   
1948 LA Rams     56  246  4.4   1     16  173  10.8   1   
1949 LA Rams     58  203  3.5   3      9  140  15.6   2   
1950 SF-ChiC     25   73  2.9   1      5   26   5.2   1   

6 years         343 1664  4.9  15     56  529   9.4   7                  
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PUNT RETURNS      KICKOFF RETURNS   SCORE 

Year   Team       No  Yds   Avg TD  No  Yds   Avg TD    Pts 
1940   Cle.Rams                                           0 

(In military service) 
1945   Cle.Rams    8  120  15.0  0   9  173  19.2  0     48  
1946   LA Rams     8   59   7.4  0   8  186  23.3  0     30                
1947   LA Rams     4  112  28.0  1   2   29  14.5  0     13 
1948   LA Rams    19  217  11.4  0  17  464  27.3  1     19 
1949   LA Rams     -    -    -   -   -    -    -   -     32 
1950   SF-ChiC     5   44   8.8  0   2   57  28.5  0     12

6 years           44  552  l2.5  1  38  909  23.9  1    154    
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